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WHAT A DIFFERENCE SIX DECADES MAKES!

Sixty years ago, on 13 July 1958, 
Phil Tonkin founded a legal 
practice in the sleepy seaside 
town of Woy Woy on the NSW 
Central Coast. Then called P.D 
Tonkin & Co., the practice had 
just one secretary, with Phil the 
sole legal counsel. 

The world was a different place. 
Television had been in Australia 
for just two years, with only a 
handful of houses on the street 
fortunate enough to own a set. 
The country’s population had not 
yet breached 10 million people, 
and the world watched on as USA 
and Russia raced to launch the 
first man into space. 

Prime Minister at the time, Robert 
Menzies, would go on to become 
Australia’s longest-serving leader, 
serving over 18 years in total. 
‘Twilight Time’ by RnB crooners 
The Platters was number one on 
the Australian charts and Rodgers 
and Hammerstein’s South Pacific 
was the highest grossing film of 
the year. 

Sixty years on, we have more 
screens, devices and streaming 
services than we know what to 
do with. 

Our national population is over 
24 million, and NASA anticipates 
we’ll send a man to Mars by 
2030. 

We’ve seen five Prime Ministers 
come and go over the past 
eight years alone, including 
Australia’s first female Prime 
Minister. ‘Youngblood’ by tween 
boyband sensation 5 Seconds 
of Summer sits at number one 
on the Australian charts and 

Mission: Impossible - Fallout 
is leading at the box office. 

Despite the enormous social, 
economic, cultural and 
technological changes the 
world has seen over the past 
six decades (not to mention the 
questionable fashion trends), we 
are proud to say that one thing 
has remained constant and that is 
Tonkin Drysdale Partners’ fixture 
within the Peninsula community. 

While our name has changed, 
and we have grown to keep 
up with the diverse needs of 
our community, the core values 
under which we were founded 
remain the same. These values 
of honesty, service, care and 
understanding are key drivers in 
our unwavering commitment to 
deliver friendly service and the 
very highest standard of legal 
advice. 

TDP is honoured 
to have served the 
local community 
for over 60 years.

Here’s to many 
more to come. 

Of course, we would not have 
made it this far without support. 
To our wonderful, loyal base of 
clients – thank you! 

We are strong believers that 
client loyalty must be earned, and 
we do not take this for granted. 
We are passionate about looking 
after our clients and are proud to 
have built life-long relationships 
that transcend generations.

Since its inception, TDP has fostered a strong sense of community spirit and we are 
proud to say that this spirit lives on through our Partners. Our team cares about the 
community we live and work in, as well as the wellbeing of the region and, of course, its 
residents. 

Because of this, we are grateful to give back to a wide range of community causes and 
organisations. 

Here are just some of the ways we are proud to support the Central Coast: 

SERVING OUR COMMUNITY 

Tonkin Drysdale Partners have been involved with the 
Mariners since before we kicked a ball.  As CEO I’ve 
always appreciated the genuineness in their financial 
support for the club and their advice when we’ve 
needed it.  As a long time Central Coast resident, I 
connect the firm with a sense of lawyers who care.

Shaun Mielekamp
CEO Central Coast Mariners

Tonkin Drysdale Partners have been supporting our 
club for decades both financially and with our legal 
issues. We couldn’t be more grateful and appreciative 
of this relationship. Whenever called upon they always 
deliver. Congratulations on 60 years as a key member 
of our community.

Dean Slattery
President - Ocean Beach SLSC
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A lot can change over 60 years!

Join us on a trip down memory lane as 
we share some highlights from the 
TDP archives. 

60 YEARS - A LOOK BACK



LEE PAWLAK
PARTNER, FAMILY LAW  
ACCREDITED SPECIALIST

DOMINIC TONKIN 
ASSOCIATE SOLICITOR 

NICK FAGAN
SOLICITOR

Joined TDP: 2008 
admitted as Partner in 2014

Specialty: Lee practices 
almost exclusively in litigation 
and court advocacy. He has 
experience in all aspects 
of litigation including 
commercial litigation, 
workplace/industrial cases 
and many other types of civil 
disputes. Lee has expertise 
in the areas of Criminal and 
Family Law. In 2017, Lee was 
appointed by the Law Society 
of NSW as an Accredited 
Specialist in Family Law.

DARRELL PANNOWITZ
OAM MANAGING PARTNER

PAUL TONKIN
PARTNER

PAUL QUINN
PARTNER

Joined TDP: Joined in 1988, 
admitted as Partner in 1989

Specialty: Darrell leads our 
litigation team providing 
experienced advice and 
representation in all Courts, 
including contested wills and 
estates, personal injury, future 
personal planning including 
wills, powers of attorney and 
guardianship, residential and 
commercial conveyancing, 
sale and purchase 
of businesses.

Joined TDP: Joined in 1991, 
admitted as Partner in 1992

Specialty: Paul’s areas 
of legal practice include 
commercial and business 
advice, local government and 
planning, leasing, finance, 
property transactions, estate 
planning, liquor licensing, 
trusts and litigation.

Joined TDP: Joined in 1999, 
admitted as Partner in 2004

Specialty: Paul has extensive 
experience as an advocate 
in the Family Court, Federal 
Circuit Court and the 
Local Court. Paul is also 
trained in Collaborative 
Law and is an accredited 
mediator under the National 
Mediation Accreditation 
Scheme. He also assists 
clients with employment 
issues, estate planning, 
conveyancing and leases.

From one lawyer and a secretary 60 years ago, the 
TDP team has grown to include four Partners, one 
Associate Solicitor, one Solicitor and 18 dedicated 
support staff.

From personal injury, commercial law and 
conveyancing to family law, industrial law and 
intellectual property law, TDP has the capacity to 
cover almost every area of litigation. 

Our team brings a wealth of combined expertise to support clients with a range of matters.

Your TDP Team

Joined TDP: 2016

Specialty: Dominic’s areas 
of legal practice include 
personal injury, contested 
wills and estates, land and 
environment court, future 
personal planning including 
wills, powers of attorney and 
guardianship, residential and 
commercial conveyancing, 
sale and purchase of 
businesses.

Joined TDP: 2018

Specialty: Nick has a passion 
for advocacy and primarily 
practices in the areas of 
Criminal and Family Law, 
allowing him to appear 
before the Courts on a 
regular basis.

THE TDP TEAM
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TO OUR WONDERFUL,  
LOYAL CLIENTS –  

THANK YOU! 

We are strong believers that client loyalty 
must be earned, and we do not take this 

for granted.

We are passionate about looking after our 
clients and are proud to have built life-long 

relationships that transcend generations.

TDP is honoured to have served the local 
community for over 60 years. Here’s to 

many more!

(02) 4341 2355 

CONTACT

TDPLEGAL.COM.AU 

79 BLACKWALL RD 
WOY WOY NSW 2256

We want to save our environment just as much as you do. To help us go green, simply 
email jdowney@tdplegal.com.au and we will send our next edition as a digital e-version. 


